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II.
A general view of the argument in favour of materialism has now been laid before you. My next duty is to examine whether or not the reasoning which it includes and involves is valid.
Is it true, then, I ask, that materialism satisfies the legitimate demands of the reason for unity ? I grant that reason, when in quest of an ultimate explanation of things, imperatively demands unity, and that only a monistic theory of the universe can deserve the name of a philosophy. While aware that the desire for unity has given rise to countless aberrations, and that it needs to be carefully watched lest it create factitious unities when it fails to find real unities, I yet unhesitatingly acknowledge that it originates in, and is the expression of, the very constitution of rational thought, which can never regard a number of co-ordinate causes as other than a group of secondary causes. But the question is, Is materialism monism ? or, in other words, Is matter one ? I answer, No. Matter cannot possibly be conceived of as properly one. Materialism is necessarily multitudinism, and as such must inevitably be pronounced an essentially unphilosophical and irrational hypothesis.
The world presented to us by the sensea and